
The Wisconsin DNR defines a CAFO (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation) as an “animal feeding 
operation with 1,000 animal units or more.” Dale Reicks, a hog factory farmer from Lawler IA, submitted 
an application on December 19th for 26,350 hogs: 100 boars, 7,500 sows, 4,125 (55 pound – market 
weight) pigs and 14,625 (0-55 pound) piglets. The facility is located in the town of Eileen, in the Fish 
Creek Watershed and roughly 8 miles (as the crow flies) from the Chequamegon Bay. (map) A factory 
farm of this size is unprecedented in Bayfield County and presents threats to water quality, air quality and 
public health. We urge the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors to re-consider a moratorium on siting 
any livestock facilities with more than 1,000 animal units while they research and develop regulations that 
protect the people and resources of Bayfield County.   

Water Quality Concerns 

• Run-off from factory farms affects water in a variety of ways:  it adds ammonium, nitrates, and 
phosphorous to downstream bodies of water, downstream lakes and reservoirs experience algae 
blooms, and depleted oxygen and rivers are impacted by excessive salinity, turbidity (from 
sediment), and toxicity.   1

• Green Bay has a ‘dead zone’, roughly a third of the bay from around Dyckesville to Sturgeon Bay. 
A dead zone refers to an area that can't support fish, plant life and other aquatic organisms 
because of a lack of oxygen. Its causes have been traced to runoff that dumps the mineral 
phosphorus, nitrogen and other nutrients into the water, promoting algae blooms.  2

• According to WisconsinWatch.org, “As of June 2013, 31 percent of the wells (in Kewaunee 
County) had tested as unsafe due to nitrates or bacteria, with individual townships ranging from 
14 to 51 percent.” Administrative Law Judge Jeffrey Boldt declared, in his decision in the water 
pollution permit challenge by residents of Kewaunee County, that there has been "a massive 
regulatory failure to protect groundwater.”  3

• On January 14th, a federal court in Washington ruled that manure is a solid waste. The judge 
ruled that the pollution caused by Cow Palace posed an "imminent and substantial 
endangerment" to the environment and to people who drink the water. He also wrote that he 
"could come to no other conclusion than that the Dairy's operations are contributing to the high 
levels of nitrate that are currently contaminating — and will continue to contaminate ... the 
underlying groundwater."  4

• Des Moines Water Works is suing Sac, Calhoun and Buena Vista counties in federal court to force 
them to clean up the water that drains from farms and reaches rivers used for drinking water. 
The Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers provide drinking water for 500,000 citizens and are 
experiencing high levels of nitrates.    5

• The CAFOs are self-regulating and self-reporting industry. Ken Johnson, who heads the DNR’s 
water division, said the agency relies heavily upon self-reporting and citizen complaints when it 
comes to water quality and degradation. “I know people would like us to have an inspector out 
there every time somebody spreads,” Johnson said. “But we don’t have the staff or the inclination 
to do that. It would be very expensive to do that.”  6

!
Public Health Concerns 

• Ammonia emissions from hog farms react with other gases in the air to form fine particle 
pollution, a public health threat linked to decreased lung function, cardiovascular ailments and 
most seriously, premature death.  7

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Curry+Rd+%26+Franzel+Rd,+Mason,+WI+54856/@46.5203717,-91.0216782,12z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x52a93f5b413f8491:0x5ff729430f9d3fb9?hl=en


• According to John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, proximity to swine manure 
application to crop fields and livestock operations each was associated with MRSA and skin and 
soft-tissue infection.  8

• According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, nearly 80 percent of antibiotics in the 
United States are sold for use in livestock feeds. The manure produced by these livestock and 
applied to crop fields contains antibiotic-resistant bacteria, resistance genes, and 25- 75 percent 
of the antibiotics consumed by the animals.  9

• In 2000, Duke University and the EPA studied the effects of odor on people living near CAFOs. 
They concluded, “Our current state of knowledge clearly suggests that it is possible for odorous 
emissions from animal operations, wastewater treatment, and recycling of biosolids to have an 
impact on physical health. The most frequently reported symptoms attributed to odors include 
eye, nose, and throat irritation, headache, nausea, hoarseness, cough, nasal congestion, 
palpitations, shortness of breath, stress, drowsiness, and alterations of mood.”  10

• Based on the 2003 American Public Health Association’s review of evidence of the health and 
economic impacts of CAFOs and “evidence, albeit less certain, indicating impacts on children and 
CAFO neighbors from exposure to large concentrations of manure and their subsequent 
emissions of dust, toxins, microbes, antibiotics and pollutants in the air and water,” the 
Association resolved that it would: Urge federal, state, and local governments, and public health 
agencies to impose a moratorium on new Concentrated Animal Feed Operations until 
additional scientific data on the attendant risks to public health have been collected and 
uncertainties resolved.  11

• These are just a few of the pathogens found in manure: Anthrax, Colibacilosis, Coliform mastitis-
metris, Leptospirosis, Listerosis, Salmonellosis, Tetanus, Histoplasmosis, Ringworm, Giardiasis, 
Cryptosporidosis. Sources of infection from pathogens include fecal-oral transmission, inhalation, 
drinking water, or incidental water consumption during recreational water activities.  12

• The John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health found evidence that houseflies near 
poultry operations may contribute to the dispersion of drug-resistant bacteria. Since flies are 
attracted to and eat human food, there is a potential for spreading bacteria or pathogens to 
humans, including microbes that can cause dysentery and diarrhea.  13
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