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The Leaguer Newsletter November/December 2015

Greetings from our President 

Thank you for your continued interest in the League of 
Women Voters and our ongoing, exhaustive efforts to make 
democracy work. Now more than ever, we need your support through 
membership. 

 During the last month, we have been urging immediate actions 
on eliminating the bill to disband the Government Accountability Board 
(SB 294/AB 388), getting dark money out of politics bill(AB 387/SB 292) 
and questioning the need to eliminate the special voting registration 
deputies (SB 295/AB 389).  We thank you for your many calls and e-
mails to our senators and representatives. These bills are transparent in 
eliminating the checks and balances that ensure fair elections. Two of 
these bills are advancing rapidly through the state legislature. The state 
Assembly approved legislation that would dismantle our Wisconsin 
Government Accountability Board (GAB) within a year of a major 
Presidential election and another proposal would obliterate our 
campaign finance laws and open the floodgates for more dark money in 
our elections. A Senate committee approved both bills and even made 
the campaign finance legislation worse! These proposals need to go to 
the Senate floor for a vote. Keep up the fight! 

In October, we convened with the community to ask, learn 
and listen to Philomena Kebec of GLFWIC with her presentation of 
“The Role of the Tribes in Environmental Issues”.  Many left with a 
renewed understanding of the fairly recent history of the Northern 
Wisconsin/Minnesota court battles to enforce treaty rights. 
Understanding this information is essential in our work with 
protecting our environment. Especially after the series of 
controversial rollbacks in environmental protection, including the 

newly relaxed laws governing iron mining and building on wetlands.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 And just when we slip into one of the valleys of fatigue, of much execution, at times followed by 
much disappointment, we are reminded of our 5o years of work here locally. Thank you City of Bayfield 
and Mayor Larry MacDonald for your proclamation of the League and acknowledgement of our work at 
this year’s Apple Fest. Our LWV ABC founder, Lu Eckels was present to receive the honor. It was a 
touching day to witness a woman and one of her lifetime achievements of starting an organization, so 
many years ago and its relevancy today.  

November Calendar  

Nov 11 LWV/ABC Board 
Meeting, 5:30 pm, Blue Wave 
on the Bay, Ashland 

Nov 17 “Education, Inc,” 7 pm, 
StageNorth, a Documentary co-
Sponsored with Bay Area Film 
Society, page 3 

December Calendar 

Dec 2 Holiday Party, 5:30, 
Chequamegon Hotel, page 4 

Dec 7 Economic/Inequality, 
5:30, Blue Wave, page 6 

2016 Calendar 

Jan 7 Economic/Inequality, 
5:30, Blue Wave, page 6 

Jan 11 Dr. Julie Mead, NGLVC, 
page 3 

Jan 13 LWV/ABC Board 
Meeting, 5:30 pm, Blue Wave 

Feb 16 Spring Primary 

 

 

 

 

http://lwvwi.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=fd4019f444&e=8f26b12807
http://lwvwi.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=1af9610e58&e=8f26b12807
http://lwvwi.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ea86dd7c46f5cfdcf3e4a00&id=f5152567e5&e=8f26b12807
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Lu Eckels rode high as a suffragette in the parade along with the support from Senator Janet 
Bewley, Representative Beth Meyers and Judge Gary Sherman. Regarding our politician parade 
participants, let it not be said that the League is endorsing any political party. We called many in office 
to help us create awareness of the importance of voting and fair elections. Those elected understand 
best the role it plays in democracy. So, thanks again Janet, Beth and Gary for demonstrating your 
support and value of voter’s rights by showing up. How uncanny was the similarities of the Suffragette 
slogans from over 95 years ago and their similarity to the same voter equality issues of today?  

In the upcoming months, we will be presenting additional informative programs. Please review 
our calendar in this newsletter and on-line (www.lwvabcwi.org) for dates on the showing of the 
documentary “Education Inc.” and a presentation by Dr. Julie Mead on the potential legalities of special 
education and school choices. The documentary and Dr Mead’s program are made possible through a 
generous grant through the Pace Woods Foundation. We are grateful for their belief in our work in 
Northern Wisconsin.  

In League, 

Madelaine Herder 

 

 

Become a LWV/ABC Member 
By Liz Seefeldt, Membership Chair 

Did you happen to catch Philomena Kebec’s powerful presentation on “The Role of Tribes in 
Addressing Environmental Issues in Northern Wisconsin?”  Kebec, an attorney for the Great Lakes Indian 
Fish & Wildlife Commission, was the League of Women Voters of Ashland & Bayfield Counties’ guest 
speaker at our annual membership meeting last month.  And what a special guest she was!  Speaking in 
great detail and with deep passion, Kebec walked the group through the complicated web of treaties 
between the tribes and the U.S. government and how those agreements affect how our local tribes can 
impact the conversation about crucial environmental issues here in the Northland. 

If you found even a little of what she shared to be thought provoking, then we’ve accomplished 
our goal!  Our main objective is to promote political responsibility through the informed and active 
participation of all citizens in government at all levels, especially locally.  LWV/ABC – a nonpartisan 
political organization – works hard to get information into the hands of voters, and then encourages 
those voters to exercise their power at the polls. 

The League is able to host an event like this one through the support of our members.  So – 
thanks to all our new members!!  We’re happy you’re a partner!  Thanks to all our returning members, 
too!  You’ve brought Kebec’s message to the public we serve.  You’ve given valuable information to 
voters right here in our community. 

Opportunities are right around the corner.  The League has more empowering events 
throughout the year.  If you haven’t become a member yet, now is the time to join our team and help 
share important knowledge and insights with our local voters.  We offer several different membership 
levels to fit your needs, and have scholarships available, too.  Go to www.lwvabcwi.org/membership/ to 
download our membership application or contact lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net for more information. 

  

http://www.lwvabcwi.org/membership/
mailto:lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net
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Education, Inc. 
A documentary about how money & politics are 

changing our schools. 

Tuesday, November 17, 7:00 pm 

Stage North, Washburn 

$7 General Admission 

$6 BAFS Members & Students 

LWV (Economic Inequality sub-
committee Public Education) is co-sponsoring 
this documentary with the Bay Area Film 
Society.  Please join us for a one hour film and 
follow-up with a Q&A with local perspectives.  
Rick Erickson, Bayfield Teacher and 2014 High 
School WI Teacher of the year and former 
Senator Bob Jauch, 30+ years on the WI Senate 
Education Committee.    

American public education is in 
controversy. As public schools across the 
country struggle for funding, complicated by the 
impact of poverty and politics, some question 
the future and effectiveness of public schools in 
the U.S.  For free-market reformers, private 
investors and large education corporations, this 
controversy spells opportunity in turning public 
schools over to private interests. “Education, 
Inc.” examines the free-market and for-profit 
interests that have been quietly and 
systematically privatizing America’s public 
education system under the banner of “school 
choice.” 

“Education, Inc.” is told through the 
eyes of parent and filmmaker Brian Malone, as 
he travels cross-country in search of the 
answers and sources behind the privatizing of 
American public education, and what it means 
for his kids. With striking footage from school 
protests, raucous school board meetings and 
interviews with some of the most well known 
educators in the country, Malone zooms out to 
paint a clear picture of profit and politics that’s 
sweeping across the nation, right under our 
noses.  

 For LWV WI statements on Education see: 

http://www.lwvwi.org/IssuesAdvoca
cy/SocialPolicyEducation.aspx 

 

Save the Date! 

Dr. Julie Mead, UW-Madison 
An evening program about recent legislation 
and the changing landscape of public schools 

Monday evening, January 11 

NGLVC, Ashland 

This program will feature Dr. Julie 
Mead, a professor in the Department of 
Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Professor 
Mead researches and writes about topics 
related to the legal aspects of education.  Dr.  
Mead will share her research about forms of 
school privatization, including school vouchers, 
which use tax dollars to support tuition 
at private schools. She will discuss the tradeoffs 
involved in various forms of school choice, the 
history of Wisconsin's voucher and charter 
school programs and the implications of those 
policies on public education. Dr. Mead is also a 
former special education teacher and 
administrator.  Her talk is intended for parents, 
educators, students, business professionals and 
community members. 

This program is sponsored by 
LWV/ABC’s Economic Inequality Study 
subcommittee Public Education together our 
planning partners.  This program is funded by a 
Pace Woods Foundation Grant.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission: 

Together 

we are 

 
in 

Wisconsin! 

 

http://www.lwvwi.org/IssuesAdvocacy/SocialPolicyEducation.aspx
http://www.lwvwi.org/IssuesAdvocacy/SocialPolicyEducation.aspx
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Ashland-Bayfield Counties League of Women Voters 

 

Annual Holiday Dinner 

Join us at the Hotel Chequamegon 

Wednesday, December 2, 5:30 p.m.  

Celebrate the season with music by Jack Gunderson! 

  Four delicious menu choices: 

 Herb crusted chicken breast 
 Broiled white fish 
 Sirloin steak 
 Pasta Primavera 

  Garlic mashed potatoes, salad, vegetables, bread, dessert,  
  coffee, & cash bar.  

  $22/person, includes tax & tip 

  And yes—Bring guests!  

  RSVP by November 24 with meal choices and check to:  
         LWV/ABC    
          c/o Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

          P.O. Box 175 
         Ashland, WI 54806 
 

  You may also send your menu choices & pay at the door, by emailing 

  maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com.  
 

mailto:maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com
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Issues Advocacy Committee 
Contact: Shari Eggleson, 
eggleson@centurytel.net 

Reicks CAFO 

 The County’s Large-Scale Livestock 
Study Committee continues its work on the 
proposed Reicks CAFO, and recently voted to 
recommend to the County Board that it adopt 
an ordinance which would regulate the 
operation of such facilities.  It is likely this 
operations ordinance will be in front of the 
Board at the January or February meeting—
watch for further updates. 

 The Committee is also adopting 
findings-of-fact, gap assessments, and possible 
solution recommendations, also for 
presentation to the Board, also probably early 
next year.  The Committee has not indicated 
that extension of the moratorium, which 
expires on February 16, will be necessary, but 
that could change.  Their next meeting is 
scheduled for November 12 at the courthouse 
at 1:30. 

 The wastewater discharge permit, and 
associated environmental impact statement, 
are still pending with DNR.  The wetlands 
delineation on the site suggested a need to 
relocate facilities, and the applicant is revising 
its nutrient management plan to remove some 
sensitive sites. 

Shoreland Zoning 

 The State’s biennial budget bill included 
sweeping changes to a county’s ability to 
protect its waterways and lakeshores with 
shoreland zoning.  These provisions were 
inserted into the budget late in the process with 
no opportunity for public input.  Our own 
Senator Bewley and Representative Meyers 
have co-sponsored a bill, SB 307, which would 
repeal these harmful changes.  The bill is 
currently pending in the Senate’s Natural 
Resources and Assembly Committee.   

 

Xcel Fixed Rate Increase Proposal 

 Xcel Energy is seeking PSC approval of 
an increase in the fixed portion of monthly 
rates.  The ABC League stated the following in 
the comment letter it submitted to PSC in 
opposition to this proposal, which it noted 
would “disincentivize energy consumption and 
unfairly penalize those who use less power, 
including senior citizens and low-income 
families.”   

These fixed fee increases undermine 
clean energy and energy efficiency, 
which should be a high priority 
objective as we face increasing threats 
from climate change.  They send a 
backward signal to those who turn off 
the lights when they leave the room, 
invest in energy-saving upgrades, or 
produce some of their own power such 
as rooftop solar.  Low-use customers 
would lose more control over their 
monthly costs, because a much larger 
proportion would be allocated to these 
unavoidable monthly fees. 

While the rest of the Country is moving 
forward, promoting clean energy, 
Wisconsin utilities are moving us 
backwards with proposals that 
undermine clean energy and energy 
efficiency.  If approved, Xcel's 
mandatory fixed charge would increase 
to $18 per month, up from $8 today--a 
125% increase, and Xcel's Wisconsin 
customers would be facing much higher 
bills than their neighbors in Minnesota.  
Earlier this year, Xcel requested a much 
smaller fixed charge increase for their 
Minnesota customers, of just $1.50, 
and the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission denied that request.  We 
hope you will do likewise.                       
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Voter Services/Candidate 

Forums 

Contact: Janel Ryan, nelfish13@gmail.com 

 As we quickly approach the New Year 
we are already being challenged with 2016 
election decisions and the new rules for voter 
ID at the polls.  For instance, to be able to vote 
as a student you must have a student ID with 
the issuance date, the expiration date, a photo, 
your name, and your signature.  If your 
institution does not have this required 
information on your ID card, ask your college to 
make the necessary changes.  The League will 
be working with these higher institutions to do 
so as well. 

 Our first primary in Wisconsin will be 
February 16,2016.  As this date approaches the 
League plans to have Voter Registration drives 
in our area as well as have voter forums to hear 
the candidates’ views and to clarify any 
propositions on the ballot.   

 Please visit our website often for 
updated information. 
http://www.lwvabcwi.org/ 

 Other sites that will be very helpful 
this election season are:  
http://www.vote411.org/  This site will 
personalize your voting information for you 
according to your address. 
http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/ 
http://lwv.org/our-work   Our national 
organization 
http://www.lwvwi.org/  Our state organization 
http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-
information/ Information from City of Ashland 

 Remember our motto this year.    

ASK, LEARN, VOTE 

 We have worked hard to get the vote, 
and we must continue to work hard to assure 
that all who are eligible do get to vote. Join us 
in the quest for the best government possible. 

 

Economic/Inequality Study 

Contact: Linda Jorgenson if you are interested in 
this ongoing study:  jorgensonla@gmail.com 

Leaguers here’s a fact you might 
consider when asking who holds power, 
especially with all the anti-democratic 
legislation emerging out of the Legislature: 

 Between 1979 and 20 12, average 
incomes for the top 1% in Wisconsin 
more than doubled, after being 
adjusted for inflation.  In contrast the 
remaining 99% saw less than 2% 
growth.  Put another way, $91 out of 
every $100 of income growth that 
occurred between 1979 and 2012 in WI 
wound up in the pockets of the top 1%. 
(1) 

                             1. Center on Wisconsin Strategy, UW Madison, 

Pulling Apart 2015: Focus on Wisconsin’s 1 Percent 

After much reading and gathering of 
materials the Income Inequality Study group is 
beginning its discussion of what their written 
report will look like as well as the conclusions and 
recommendations to be drawn from their work.   

Most importantly the group is now also 
organizing the public education aspects of its 
work.  On Tuesday, November 17, the Public 
Education subcommittee has arranged for the 
LWV/ABC to co-host a new movie, Education, 
Inc. with the Bay Area Film Society at 7 PM 
StageNorth in Washburn.  The film examines 
the issues facing public schools around the 
country.  A panel of school teachers and 
administrators will comment on the film 
afterward.  They are also organizing a forum for 
Monday, January 11 featuring UW Madison 
Education professor, Julia Mead, a critic of the 
movement to privatize public education.  It will 
be held at the Northern Great Lakes Visitors 
Center. 

 

 

 

mailto:nelfish13@gmail.com
http://www.lwvabcwi.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/
http://lwv.org/our-work
http://www.lwvwi.org/
http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-information/
http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-information/
mailto:jorgensonla@gmail.com
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The Employment Issues Subcommittee 
is also approaching Northland College to 
partner on a forum this Spring on “Socially Just 
Entrepreneurship”.  The Safety Net 
Subcommittee is also looking at a spring date 
for a public education event on “Defending the 
Social Safety Net”. 

The next Study Committee meeting 
dates will be at 5:30 pm at the Blue Wave 
Restaurant on Monday, December 7 and 
Thursday, January 7.  Any League or 
community member who wants to join the 
study group is welcome.  Please contact Linda 
Jorgenson at 373-2948, or Jan Penn at 274-
2942. 

 

LWV/ABC Board Meetings 

Board meetings are usually held on the 
second Wed of each month at 5:30 at the Blue 
Wave in Ashland.  All board meetings are open 
to members.  You are welcome to visit.  Or you 
are welcome to contact any of the board 
members if you have comments or requests 
about our meetings.  If you are interested in 
attending or have comments, please contact 
our secretary: Shari Eggleson, 
eggleson@centurytel.net 

 

National and State 

Activities 

The League of Women Voters has been 
instrumental in lobbying for health care reform, 
voter rights, and climate change legislation, and 
it has always distinguished itself for its strong 
support of campaign finance reform and judicial 
independence. 

National Activities :    http://lwv.org/ 

WI Activities:   www.lwvwi.org/Home.aspx 

 

 

2015/16 ABC LWV Board 

Members 

Linda Barnes, lbarnes6@gmail.com 

 Kate Bortell, katebortell@me.com 

Shari Eggleson, eggleson@centurytel.net 

Joan Elias, jeelias@centurylink.net 

Madelaine Herder, 

president@abcleaguevoters.org 

Dee Johnson, deeajohnson@outlook.com 

Linda Jorgenson, jorgensonla@gmail.com 

Dianne Judd, dljudd@bayoak.com 

JoAnne Katzmarek, katzma@charter.net 

Dora Kling, ddkling@juno.com 

Jan Penn, janmmpenn@yahoo.com 

Janel Ryan, nelfish13@gmail.com 

Liz Seefeldt, lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net 

Mary Jo Tuckwell,  maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com 

Committee Contacts 

Executive Committee:  

 Madelaine Herder, president 

Shari Eggleson, Secretary 

 Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

Membership Committee: 

 Liz Seefeldt, Chair;  Madelaine Herder 

Voter Services: Janel Ryan, Chair; Linda Barnes, 

Joyce Kiel, Shari Eggleson, Jim Oakley  

Issues Advocacy Committee:  Shari Eggleson 

Communications:  Kate Bortell, Dianne Judd 

Unit Meetings/Membership Gatherings:  

 JoAnne Katzmarek, Linda Barnes, Dora Kling 

Study Committee:  Linda Jorgenson, Jan Penn,    

Liz Seefeldt, JoAnne Katzmarek 

Water Committee: Joan Elias, Dee Johnson 

Fundraising Committee: Linda Jorgenson, 

Mary Jo Tuckwell 

Economic/Inequality Study Committee: 

 Jan Penn, Linda Jorgenson 

 

Any submissions, corrections, changes, or 

comments, please email Dianne at 

dljudd@bayoak.com 

 

mailto:eggleson@centurytel.net
http://lwv.org/
http://www.lwvwi.org/Home.aspx
mailto:lbarnes6@gmail.com
mailto:katebortell@me.com
mailto:eggleson@centurytel.net
mailto:jeelias@centurylink.net
mailto:president@abcleaguevoters.org
mailto:deeajohnson@outlook.com
mailto:jorgensonla@gmail.com
mailto:dljudd@bayoak.com
mailto:katzma@charter.net
mailto:ddkling@juno.com
mailto:janmmpenn@yahoo.com
mailto:nelfish13@gmail.com
mailto:lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net
mailto:maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com
mailto:dljudd@bayoak.com

