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The Leaguer Newsletter January/February/March 2016

Greetings from our President 

Dear Friends of the League,  

     Welcome 2016 -- Yes, this is a critical election year, here at home 
and nationally.   

      The League of Women Voters has the experience and expertise 
necessary to educate citizens through our candidate’s forums and 
help them comply with new voter registration and photo ID 
requirements. We want to ensure that every eligible voter is 
registered, informed and prepared to cast a ballot that will be 
counted.   

     Our Voters Services Committee is activated. Shari Eggleson 
(eggleson@centurytel.net) leads our LWV ABC candidates’ forum 
chair. She and her committee will coordinate, publicize and conduct 
any county board, town and mayoral candidates’ forums. Janel Ryan 
(nelfish13@gmail.com) and her committee will lead the efforts to 
create awareness and ensure voter registration. Please email them 
directly if you support our voters’ rights work and are able to help. 

     In the last few years, we have learned the importance of local 
election officials. Our local candidates’ forums are one of the only 
opportunities voters have to listen to candidates offer more than just 
a brief sound bite, Facebook posts, twitter or newspaper story.  
Debates provide an opportunity to hear what candidates are saying 
and to form your own opinions of the candidates – based on your own 
observations. They also provide an opportunity for you to ask 
questions and become engaged in the political process by using 
critical and analytical abilities in examining the candidates. We will 
keep you informed about dates through our main channels of 
communication of e-mails, website (www.lwvabcwi.org) flyers, 
newspaper posts and Facebook.  

     The LWV ABC has two other committees outside of Voters Services. 
These committees need your time, input and knowledge. One led by 
Linda Jorgenson (jorgensonla@gmail.com) and Jan Penn is the LWV 
ABC Economic Inequality Committee. Their two year study seeks to 
help our neighbors, the elderly and our children by an examination of 

January Calendar  

Jan 7 Economic Inequality Study 
- Underfunded Govt. Services, 
5:30 pm, Blue Wave, Ashland,  

Jan 8 Climate Change Paris 
Summit – What Happened, 
 7 pm, SOEI, Ashland, page 2 

Jan 11 Dr. Mead Presentation, 
6:30 pm, NGLVC, page3 

Jan 13 LWV/ABC Board 
Meeting, 5:30 pm, Blue Wave, 
Ashland 

Jan 20 Economic Inequality 
Study Group Mtg, 5:30 pm, Blue 
Wave, Ashland 

Jan 25 Lively Issues, 4 pm, Linda 
Jorgenson’s home 

February Calendar 

Feb 10 LWV/ABC Board 
Meeting, 5:30 pm, Blue Wave, 
Ashland 

Feb 16 Primary Election Day 
7:00 am – 8:00 pm 

March Calendar 

March 9 LWV/ABC Board 
Meeting, 5:30, Blue Wave, 
Ashland 

TBA - Candidate Forums  
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the weakening middle class. The group discovers and continues to learn more about our diminishing 
safety nets for food and health care in our region. 

     In addition, the LWV ABC Education committee, an affiliate of the Economic Inequality Committee 
hosts on January 11,  an event with Dr. Julie Mead at Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center.  It is an 
opportunity to become informed about threats to our state and nation’s public education system.  

     The other committee is the Water Committee.  Dee Johnson (deeajohnson@outlook.com) and Joan 
Elias (jeelias@centurylink.net) are the chairs for the Water Committee. This committee takes a careful 
look at CAFOs, mining, pipelines, water diversion and other potential threats to our water.  The Water 
Committee is members of the Inter League Organizations (ILO) of the Upper Mississippi and Great Lakes 
(ILO). 

     We also hope that you can attend our "Lively Issues" on January 25th at 4pm at Linda Jorgenson's 

home (jorgensonla@gmail.com). The Lively Issues meeting is just LWV speak for an annual opportunity 

for Leagues to identify/debate their recommendations for what should be the study or action issues for 

League at all levels.  It is an open ended discussion. It will be led by Linda Jorgenson, who serves on 

the state league board. She will forward the local recommendations to the appropriate levels - local 

Board, State League, LWV-US.  It is typically scheduled in late January to be able to report to local Board 

for February meeting and then to LWV-WI and LWV-US by March 1.  After local Board deliberation in 

both February and March, this also becomes the basis for the LWV/ABC Board's recommendation to our 

Annual Meeting in May. 

     2016 is an important election year. We hope you stay engaged with the League’s economic inequality 
and water positions and studies to make informed voting decisions on a local, state and national level. 

ASK*LEARN*VOTE 

In League,  

Madelaine Herder 

 

 

 

 
 

"Climate Change Paris Summit: What Happened" 
By Dr. Jonathan Patz, UW-Madison 

Friday, January 8 2016, 7:00 pm 
Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute 

Northland College, 1411 Ellis Ave., Ashland, WI 

Dr. Jonathan Patz attended the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris in 
December 2015 and will speak of his experience at this special event. 

Dr. Patz, MD, MPH, directs the Global Health Institute at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and has authored over eighty peer-reviewed papers on the subject of climate 
change and public health. 

This event is free and open to the public.  

http://www.northland.edu/event/climate-change-paris-summit-what-happened-dr-

jonathan-patz/ 
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mailto:jorgensonla@gmail.com
http://www.northland.edu/event/climate-change-paris-summit-what-happened-dr-jonathan-patz/
http://www.northland.edu/event/climate-change-paris-summit-what-happened-dr-jonathan-patz/


3 
 

 

The Changing Landscape of 

Public Education in 

Wisconsin, 

 a presentation by  

Dr. Julie Mead, UW-Madison 

Monday, January 11, 2016, 6:30 pm 

Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center 
29270 Co Hwy G, Ashland, WI 54806 

(Near the intersection of Hwy 2 and 13) 

 Free and Open to the Public      
 Light Refreshments 

This evening program is about recent 
legislation and the changing landscape of public 
schools. The presentation will be from 6:30-7:30 
pm with questions and discussion to follow. 
Several local educators will be on hand to 
contribute a local perspective to this timely topic. 

This program will feature Dr. Julie Mead, a 
professor in the Department of Educational 
Leadership and Policy Analysis at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.  Professor Mead 
researches and writes about topics related to 
the legal aspects of education.  Dr.  Mead will 
share her research about forms of school 

privatization, including school vouchers, which 
use tax dollars to support tuition at private 
schools. She will discuss the tradeoffs involved 
in various forms of school choice, the history of 
Wisconsin's voucher and charter school 
programs and the implications of those policies 
on public education. Dr. Mead is also a former 
special education teacher and administrator.  
Her talk is intended for parents, educators, 
students, business professionals and 
community members. 

The event is sponsored by the Ashland 
Bayfield County League of Women Voters. 
Planning for the event was shared by the 
Education subcommittee of the League of 
Women Voters, Melissa Nigh of Northland 
College, Ted May of WITC, and Ken Kasinski of 
CESA 12. The program is funded by a grant from 
the Pace Woods Foundation. 

http://www.lwvabcwi.org/calendar/2016/1/11/
save-the-date-dr-julie-mead-uw-madison 

 

Economic/Inequality Study 
Contact: Linda Jorgenson,  
jorgensonla@gmail.com 

Upcoming Economic Inequality 
Study events and meeting Dates 

In his new book, Re-Writing the Rules, 
Nobel prize winning economist, Joseph Stiglitz, 
asserts that “education is one of the building 
blocks of our economy”.  On Monday, January 
11, the LWV/ABC Study Committee on Public 
Education has lined up a leading national 
educator to present on the efforts being made 
to defend the quality and vitality of our public 
schools. 

The Employment Committee of the Study is 
busy working with four Northland College 
professors on an exciting community forum on 
“socially responsible entrepreneurship” for April 
which will address wage and benefit issues and 
also worker ownership.  The Government 
Services Committee which is looking at issues 

http://www.lwvabcwi.org/calendar/2016/1/11/save-the-date-dr-julie-mead-uw-madison
http://www.lwvabcwi.org/calendar/2016/1/11/save-the-date-dr-julie-mead-uw-madison
mailto:jorgensonla@gmail.com
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such as infrastructure, taxes and social safety 
net is still collecting data on the underfunding 
of government services and is also looking to 
organize a public education event either later 
this spring or early next fall. 

The next meeting of the LWV Inequality 
Study Group as a whole will be on Thursday, 
January 20 at 5:30 pm at the Blue Wave in 
Ashland.  The meeting for the Government 
Services Committee will be on Thursday, 
January 7 at 5:30 at the Blue Wave.   

Sign-up sheets to work on the Inequality 
Study will be available at the January 
Education forum.  Any League or community 
member who wants to join the study group is 
welcome.  Please contact Linda Jorgenson at 
373-2948, or Jan Penn at 274-2942. 

 

Water Committee 
Contact: Dee Johnson, 

deeajohnson@outlook.com 

League Testifies at CAFO  
Ordinance Hearing 
By Shari Eggelson   

Dee Johnson, co-chair of the ABC League’s 
Water Committee, testified December 17 at the 
hearing held by the County’s Large Scale 
Livestock Study Committee, in support of the 
operations ordinance and other regulations 
developed by the Committee after months of 
careful study.  The testimony at the hearing was 
overwhelmingly supportive of the ordinance, as 
speaker after speaker highlighted their 
concerns should such operations not be 
regulated to the fullest extent allowed by state 
law (and even if they are!) 

In her comments on behalf of the LWV, Dee 
referred to the League’s Water Policy which 
states that “maintaining access to clean water 
which supports life and a healthy environment 
is a public trust, a fundamental human right, 
and is the shared responsibility of all who live or 
do business in Wisconsin.  .  .  Decisions about 

water use and management must be made with 
consideration for public safety and the impact 
those decisions will have on all current and 
future generations.” 

The Committee will forward the proposed 
ordinance and other recommendations to the 
full County Board, which is scheduled to take 
this matter up at their January 27 meeting.  If 
you haven’t already contacted your Supervisor 
on this, you might want to do so.  The Farms 
Not Factories web page has a list of contacts for 
the County Board Supervisors: 
http://www.farmsnotfactorieswi.org/contact-
officials/#Bayfield-County-Supervisors 

Full Text:  http://www.lwvabcwi.org/take-action/ 

 

Voter Services/ 

Candidate Forums 
Contact: Janel Ryan, nelfish13@gmail.com 

As women, we have worked hard to get the 
vote, and we must continue to work hard to 
assure that all who are eligible do get to vote. 
Join us in the quest for the best government 
possible. 

Are You Ready for Voter Photo ID? 

Both in-person and absentee Wisconsin 
voters MUST show one of the following types of 
photo ID at the polls or submit a copy with the 
absentee ballot request.  
 Wisconsin driver’s license or ID card (must 

be current or expired after the last general 
election, Nov 4, 2014.) [Suspended or 
revoked licenses are valid if they are in your 
possession.] 

 Military or uniformed service ID card (NOT 
including a Veterans Identification Card 
issued by the VA) 

 U.S. Passport (must be current or expired 
after the last general election, Nov 4, 2014) 

 Certificate of naturalization issued within 
two years of the general election’s date 

mailto:deeajohnson@outlook.com
http://www.farmsnotfactorieswi.org/contact-officials/#Bayfield-County-Supervisors
http://www.farmsnotfactorieswi.org/contact-officials/#Bayfield-County-Supervisors
http://www.lwvabcwi.org/take-action/
mailto:nelfish13@gmail.com


5 
 

 Tribal ID card issued by a federally 
recognized Indian tribe in Wisconsin 

 College, university or technical college 
student ID card with a signature, an 
issuance date, and an expiration date no 
later than 2 years after the issuance date. 
Student ID must be presented with proof of 
current enrollment such as a tuition fee 
receipt or letter verifying enrollment, as a 
paper copy or on a smartphone or tablet. 
For UW schools, proof of current 
enrollment can be obtained at 
http://www.uwsa.edu/voting/uw-
documents/. 

 Unexpired receipt given after applying for 
Wisconsin driver’s license or ID card 

 Ticket/citation from the last 60 days if you 
had to surrender your driver’s license 

Important things to know: 

Photo ID does NOT need to have any 
address or a current address, just your name 
and photo. 

The name on your photo ID does NOT have 
to exactly match the name you use to vote.  

If you forget to bring or don’t have photo ID, 
you have the right to cast a provisional ballot and 
then bring photo ID to the polling place by 8 pm 
on Election Day or the municipal clerk’s office by 
4 pm on the Friday after Election Day. 

“Indefinitely confined” voters are persons 
who, because of age, physical illness, infirmity 
or disability, may have difficulty traveling to the 
polling place.  An indefinitely confined voter can 
reside in: 

 Their own home 
 Apartment 
 Nursing Home 
 Other Care Facility 

When applying for an absentee ballot, the 
voter must indicate they are indefinitely 
confined. Indefinitely confined voters will 
receive absentee ballots automatically for all 
elections until they fail to return a ballot. 
http://www.bringit.wi.gov/are-there-
exceptions-new-law 

Don’t Wait – Register to Vote Now! 

Go to MyVote.WI.gov and follow the 
instructions for submitting your registration 
form and proof of residency.  Or you can 
register at your clerk’s office, or even at your 
local polling place on Election Day, if you bring 
acceptable proof of identity and Wisconsin 
residency. 
(http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/Wisconsin/) 

Need Absentee Ballots for Feb 16? 

State Statutes allow anyone who is unable 
or unwilling to go to the polls on Election Day to 
vote by absentee ballot.  Voters no longer need 
to give a reason when requesting an absentee 
ballot.  You can cast an absentee ballot in 
person or by mail.  Please Note:  If you are not 
already registered to vote, you will need to 
register to vote before an absentee ballot can 
be sent to you.  

In person absentee voting begins on 
Monday, two weeks before an election, and 
ends the Friday before the election. 

Absentee ballots will be mailed to 
registered voters if a written request and valid 
photo identification is submitted.  Please refer 
to the following link on the GAB website for 
more information http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/. 

Websites that will be very helpful 
this election season are: 

 http://www.vote411.org/  This site will 
personalize your voting information for you 
according to your address. 

http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-
information/ Information from City of Ashland  

http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/Wisconsin/ 

http://lwv.org/our-work   Our national 
organization 

http://www.gab.wi.gov/ 

http://www.lwvwi.org/  Our state organization 

http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/ 

http://www.uwsa.edu/voting/uw-documents/
http://www.uwsa.edu/voting/uw-documents/
http://www.bringit.wi.gov/are-there-exceptions-new-law
http://www.bringit.wi.gov/are-there-exceptions-new-law
http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/Wisconsin/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-information/
http://www.coawi.org/for-residents/election-information/
http://fairelectionsnetwork.com/Wisconsin/
http://lwv.org/our-work
http://www.lwvwi.org/
http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/
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Do you need to get a Free Voter ID 
(Wisconsin Identification Card)? 

Go to your local Division of Motor Vehicles 
service center:  2501 Golf Course Rd, Ashland, 
WI, 54806, Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 
7:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Bring your social security number (doesn’t 
have to be your SS card) and original documents 
that prove your name and date of birth; your 

identity; US citizenship; and WI residency* 

Fill out a “Wisconsin Identification Card” 
application. 

*for list of documents, visit 

www.Bringit.wi.gov/how-do-i-get-free-state-id-
card  or call 1-866-VOTE-WIS, M-F, 7:45 am -- 
4:30 pm 

National and State 

Activities 

The League of Women Voters has been 
instrumental in lobbying for health care reform, 
voter rights, and climate change legislation, and 
it has always distinguished itself for its strong 
support of campaign finance reform and judicial 
independence. 

National Activities :    http://lwv.org/ 
WI Activities:   www.lwvwi.org/Home.aspx 

 

 

2015/16 ABC LWV Board 

Members 

Linda Barnes, lbarnes6@gmail.com 

Shari Eggleson, eggleson@centurytel.net 

Joan Elias, jeelias@centurylink.net 

Madelaine Herder, 

president@abcleaguevoters.org 

Dee Johnson, deeajohnson@outlook.com 

Linda Jorgenson, jorgensonla@gmail.com 

Dianne Judd, dljudd@bayoak.com 

JoAnne Katzmarek, katzma@charter.net 

Dora Kling, dorakling@gmail.com 

Jan Penn, janmmpenn@yahoo.com 

Janel Ryan, nelfish13@gmail.com 

Liz Seefeldt, lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net 

Mary Jo Tuckwell,  maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com 

Committee Contacts 

Executive Committee:  
 Madelaine Herder, president 
Shari Eggleson, Secretary 
 Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

Membership Committee: 
 Liz Seefeldt, Chair;  Madelaine Herder 

Voter Services: Janel Ryan, Chair; Linda 
Barnes, Joyce Kiel, Shari Eggleson, Jim Oakley, 
Bev Lindall    

Issues Advocacy Committee:  Shari Eggleson 

Communications:  Dianne Judd, chair; Bev 
Lindall, Website: Valerie Damstra  

Unit Meetings/Membership Gatherings:  
 JoAnne Katzmarek, Linda Barnes, Dora Kling 

Water Committee: Joan Elias, Dee Johnson 

Fundraising Committee: Linda Jorgenson, 
Mary Jo Tuckwell 

Economic/Inequality Study Committee: 
 Jan Penn, Linda Jorgenson 

Nominating Committee: Kathy Allen, Dee 
Johnson, Dorothy Lagerroos 
 

 

2016 ELECTION DATES 

Tuesday – Feb.  16, 2016 – Spring Primary 
Tuesday – April 5, 2016 – Spring Election 
Tuesday- August 9, 2016 – Partisan Primary 
Tuesday – Nov.  8, 2016 – General Election 

Election Hours: 7:00 am – 8:00 pm 

Any submissions, corrections, changes, or 
comments, please email Dianne at 
dljudd@bayoak.com.  
Next deadline: March 29, 2016 
 

Join Us 
Voter Education 

Candidate Forums 

Action Advocacy 

http://www.lwvabcwi.org/membership/ 

We study issues. 

We come to consensus. 

We develop a position. 

We take action. 

http://www.bringit.wi.gov/how-do-i-get-free-state-id-card
http://www.bringit.wi.gov/how-do-i-get-free-state-id-card
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http://www.lwvwi.org/Home.aspx
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mailto:nelfish13@gmail.com
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mailto:maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com
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