
 
 
A Journey to the Wetlands of the Penokee Hills, Caroline Lake, and 

the Kakagon/Bad River Sloughs 
 

Join Wisconsin Wetlands Association’s Executive Director Tracy Hames and the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa on this 2-day journey to one of Wisconsin’s highest quality 
and most threatened watersheds.  This top-to-bottom tour will introduce you to the wetland 
resources of the Bad River Watershed.  We will explore headwater wetlands in the Penokee Hills 
at the site of a proposed iron mine, and visit the tribe’s extensive wild rice beds in the 
internationally-recognized Kakagon/Bad River Sloughs estuary along the shores of Lake 
Superior.  We will discuss the role these wetlands play regulating the water throughout the 
watershed, the importance of these wetlands and rice beds to the Bad River People, and the 
potential impacts to these resources of a proposed iron mine. 
 
Choose from three tours: 
Tour 1 July 17-18, 2014 
Tour 2 July 23-24, 2014 
Tour 3 September 18-19, 2014 
 
Tour Guides:  
Tracy Hames, Executive Director, Wisconsin Wetlands Association (all three tours) 
Mike Wiggins, Jr., Tribal Chairman, Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (first tour) 
Naomi Tillison, Water Program Director, Bad River Tribal Natural Resources (2nd & 3rd tour) 

 

 
Cinnamon fern in upper watershed wetland (photo by Tracy Hames)  



Itinerary (subject to adjustment as needed) 
We’ll be traveling to the Penokee Hills the morning of first day of each tour and visiting the 
upper watershed in the afternoon.  That evening we’ll have dinner at the Deepwater Grille in 
Ashland.  The Bad River Tribe will be taking us on a boat tour of the Kakagon/Bad River 
Sloughs the morning of the second day.  After the boat tour you are free to explore more of this 
beautiful region on your own or head home.  For those attending Tour 1 (July 17-18), after the 
boat tour with Chairman Wiggins you may want to stay for the Bad River Tribe’s annual Lake 
Superior Days celebration.  This celebration begins at noon on Friday, July 18. 
 
Day One 
 7:00 AM Meet at rendezvous site (for carpoolers only – final time to be determined 

once carpool list is complete) 
 11-11:45 AM  Lunch at cafe in Mercer 
 12:15 PM  Refuel/restroom stop at gas station in Hurley 
 12:45 PM  LCO Harvest Camp, and tour Tyler Forks Canyon 
 2:00 PM  Depart for upper watershed wetlands 
 2:40 PM  Arrive at upper watershed wetlands, tour wetlands 
 4:00 PM  Depart for Caroline Lake 
 4:30 PM  Visit Caroline Lake - headwaters of Bad River 
 4:45 PM  Depart for Ashland 
 5:30 PM  Check in to hotel 
 6:45 PM  Depart for dinner 
 7:00 PM  Dinner in Ashland - Deepwater Grille 
 8:30/9 PM  Return to hotel 
 
Day Two 
 7-8:00 AM  Breakfast at hotel 
 8:15 AM  Check out of hotel 
 8:45 AM  Meet Bad River Tribe at Boat Launch for presentation and tour of the 

Kakagon/Bad River Sloughs 
 11:00 AM  End of tour, head home, attend Bad River Tribe’s Lake Superior Days 

Celebration (July 18 only), or whatever else you choose. 
 
This should be a relaxing, educational trip.  There are some amazing wetlands in the Penokee 
Hills, and there is nothing in the region that compares to the Kakagon/Bad River Sloughs. 
 
Plan for a variety of weather conditions - hot, cold, raining or dry.  We'll be doing some light 
hiking, so bring appropriate footwear.  We'll have a bathroom stop on the way up in Hurley, but 
there will be a few hours after that where we will be in the hills with no facilities.   
 



 
What to Bring: 
Raingear:  Be prepared for rain.  If you have rain gear, bring it.  We will be doing some minor 
hiking on some old logging roads that have tall grass.  The grass could be wet if it rains that day. 
 
Cameras:  This is an incredibly beautiful area, so don’t forget a camera. 
 
Footwear:  Bring hiking boots at a minimum.  If you want to wear rain boots, that would be fine, 
though not required.  We're exploring wetlands, so you likely may be walking in damp, muddy 
or wet locations.  Sometimes the best pictures require standing in water, so keep that in mind if 
you're bringing a camera.  Though it is light hiking, there may be some hilly, uneven terrain, but 
nothing terribly rough, so if you use a walking stick off road, bring it along.   
 
Casual Clothes:  This area is known for its red clay soils.  Red clay doesn't wash out very well, 
so wear clothes that you don't mind getting dirty.  Dress for warm and cold weather - layers!  
Don't forget a hat. 
 
Bugs:  This is mosquito and blackfly season, be prepared for lots of ‘em.  Bug spray, a hat, long 
sleeves and long pants are recommended.   
 
Supper:  Deepwater Grille in Ashland - casual.  It's a nice brew pub restaurant.  Vegetarian 
options are included in their menu. 
 
Boat Tour:  Friday morning we will be in good sized boats with outboard motors.  The tribe will 
be providing life jackets.  Bring your own life jacket if you want.  Dress warm with layers. 
 
Misc.:  Binoculars, sunglasses, and whatever else you like to bring to the field.  We’ll provide 
bottled water and snacks.  Let us know if you have diet restrictions or allergies. 
 
Transportation 
You will have the opportunity to drive your own vehicle, or carpool with others.  When you 
register, let us know if you’d like to provide a vehicle for the carpool, if you’d like to ride in a 
carpool vehicle, or if you will be driving separately.  For those coming from southern Wisconsin, 
it will be good for as many as possible to caravan up from Madison to the site.  We will identify 
rendezvous times and locations on the route when the participant list is complete.   
 
A portion of the tour will involve logging roads, so vehicles with high clearance will be needed.  
If you have such a vehicle, it will be helpful if you would consider bringing it (we’ll provide two 
of them).  We will all ride in the high clearance vehicles on the logging roads. 
 



Space is Limited 
Tours will be limited to 15-20 participants, so please call us soon to reserve your place! 
For reservations call Drew Wielgus, Wisconsin Wetlands Association:  (608) 250-9971. 
 

Costs 
Hotel:  Overnight accommodation is included in the tour price.  We will be staying at the Best 
Western Hotel Chequamegon in Ashland.  Rooms with two Queen beds or one single King bed 
are available at the same room rate. 
Hotel costs:   Tours 1 & 2   $145/room   
 Tour 3   $100/room 
 

Meals and Tour Logistics:  There is a $150/person charge to cover expenses for meals (lunch 
and dinner on the first day), snacks, and other trip logistics.  A $50 donation to the Bad River 
Tribe’s Legal Defense Fund is included.  We will have dinner at the Deepwater Grille in 
Ashland, and breakfast at the Best Western Hotel Chequamegon. 
 

Questions and Further Information 
We’re really looking forward to introducing you to the wetlands of the Penokee Hills.  If we've 
forgotten anything, or if you have any questions, please call Tracy Hames.  He can be reached at 
the office (608 250-9971) or on his cell phone (608 556-4166). 
 

 

Kakagon/Bad River Sloughs Estuary Complex (photo by Gary Shackelford) 



For Reservations, please call: 

Drew Wielgus,  Wisconsin Wetlands Association   
Phone:  (608) 250-9971 
 
Please have the following information ready when you call: 

Tour Date: Tour 1 (July 17-18) Tour 2 (July 23-24) Tour 3 (Sept 18-19) 

Names of attendees:   

  

Number of Hotel Rooms Needed:   Double Queen Beds   Single King Bed 

Carpool information: Driving on Our Own, Need a Ride, Can Provide Vehicle 

 

Cost Calculation 

Meals and attendance fees: 
Number Attending   @$150/person = $  

Hotel costs: 
Tour 1 – July 17-18:  
Number of Rooms   @$145/room = $  
 
Tour 2 – July 23-24 
Number of Rooms   @$145/room = $  
 
Tour 3 – September 18-19 
Number of Rooms   @$100/room = $  
 

TOTAL COST (add columns on the right) $  

Payment by Check or Credit Card accepted 

Make check payable to:  Wisconsin Wetlands Association 

Mail Payment to:   
Wisconsin Wetlands Association 
214 N. Hamilton St. Suite 201 
Madison, WI  53703 
 


