
We live in uncertain times. Our news is cluttered with “fake news” 

and misinformation.  “Post-truth” was named “Word of the Year” by 

Oxford Dictionaries. (Post-Truth: relating to or denoting 

circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping 

public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.)  In 

these times, how do we know where to turn?  How do we know 

what facts can be trusted?   

We would like to invite you to a small group conversation about 

these thoughts.  Also, we have some articles you may want to read 

which we will send you via email when you RSVP.  These articles will 

help guide our discussion.  The purpose is to have a respectful 

conversation to advance our understanding.  

There is limited space (10) so please RSVP. 

Date: Tuesday, January 24, 1 pm 

Leader: Dianne Judd.  RSVP: dljudd@bayoak.com or 651-341-9724 

Place: Jo & Mike Bailey’s home, 32150 Whiting Rd, Bayfield. (From 

Hwy 13, between Washburn and Bayfield, drive 1.5 miles down 

Whiting Road. 32150 is on the right.  There is a Baileywick sign and a 

totem pole at the entrance.) Jo Bailey's number is 715-779-9712. 

Please ask friends to join you. This is NOT for members only. 

Small Group Discussion: “Fake 

news or Real? How can you 

tell?” 
Highlights 
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learning sessions for the whole 

community. 

Our Issues/Advocacy/Water 

Committee League members 

have been carefully tracking 

and speaking out to protect 

our clean water resources. 

These issues include: the 

proposed 26,000 hog factory 

farm in Bayfield County, the 

Ashland Superfund site, the 

Chequamegon Bay Marine 

Sanctuary, and the writing and 

approving of a Resolution 

supporting the Lakota Sioux 

and their OPPOSITION to the 

continued construction of the 

Dakota Access Pipeline. Thanks 

again to all the hard working 

members that helped us 

achieve this work.  

We look forward to 2017! There 

is much to do in these 

challenging times. Together we 

need to find ways to Make 

Democracy Work for all of us! 

Some ideas to consider: Get 

involved in our League; Learn 

about local Issues; Fact Check 

your news, Donate to 

organizations that support your 

passion.  

 

Dianne Judd 
president@lwvabcwi.com 

Greetings From Our President 

What a busy and productive 

year we had in 2016!  

We had 4 elections for which 

you helped to organize 12 

candidate forums. Many of you 

sat at tables at community 

schools and summer events 

while handing out information 

about new photo ID 

requirements and answering all 

sorts of questions about 

registration, early voting, etc. 

Thank you to everyone who 

voted, helped other people to 

vote, and all who worked to 

make this election season 

successful. 

Our Study Committee has given 

us 3 major community 

presentations: “The Changing 

Landscape of Public Education 

in Wisconsin” by Dr. Julie Mead 

from UW Madison, “What’s 

Going on for Working Wisconsin 

and What Can We Do?” by 

Laura Dresser from UW 

Madison, and the “Building 

Community Wealth” Forum 

which featured Sarah McKinley 

from the Democracy 

Collaborative in Washington, 

DC. All of these presentations 

can be found on our 

WebPages. Thanks to all the 

volunteers who planned and 

carried out these amazing 

 

Which One Of These 

Are You? 

 
Are you a writer, an 

artist, a photographer, 

a computer geek, an 

event planner, a poster 

distributor; a baker? 

Whatever your talent, 

we’d love to find a way 

to utilize it. 

Please contact me if 

you’d like to 

contribute? 

 

- Dianne 

 

Other opportunities on 

Page 6 
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The “Lively Issues 

Forum” 
By Bev Lindell 

Tuesday, January 31, 6:30, Washburn Public Library 

The “Lively Issues Forum” is an annual meeting for all 

league members to come together and identify and 

debate ideas for study or action.  Presently, our 

league’s Economic Inequality Study Group is 

scheduled to have their assessment be completed in 

2017. We therefore will be ready to take on a new 

study proposal using LWV guidelines. 

The 2016 Presidential Election has caused concern 

about increasing threats to our democracy on 

several fronts. Chris Carson (our National LWV 

President) has stated that the election was, in fact, 

“rigged” and she is calling all leagues to action to 

work even harder to ensure that elections are “free, 

fair and accessible.” In addition, there are fears by 

environmental groups that many rules put into place 

News From the 

Economic Inequality 

Study Group 
By Linda Jorgenson and Jan Penn, Study 

Coordinators 

 

The Economic Inequality Study Group is presently busy 

writing its Final Report.  However, we will be presenting a 

few final events before our Economic Inequality Study 

Report goes out to the League in mid-April i.e. for 

consideration prior to a consensus discussion/vote at 

the Annual Meeting on May 1. 

 Please mark the following important dates on your 

calendar: 

Thursday March 23, 7pm at the Washburn Public Library 

to protect the environment will be undone; 

concerns about constitutional threats in the 

areas of immigration and foreign alliances, as 

well as worries regarding media interference 

and other important concerns. 

Sarah Courtney, in her LWV blog, has written 10 

Ways You Can Help Defend Our Democracy that 

offers good suggestions for preparing for action, 

as well as responding quickly to threats that 

weaken the democratic process. The Lively 

Issues forum will offer members the opportunity 

to express both these areas of interest and 

concern as well as ideas for long-term study and 

coordination. Immediate action items will also 

be discussed. 

Please make plans to attend this important 

meeting; for further reading: 

http://lwv.org/blog/10-ways-you-can-help-defend-our-
democracy 
 
http://lwv.org/press-releases/2016-presidential-

election-was-rigged 

 

Community Room.  Our study group is offering a 

book discussion in conjunction with Matt Rothschild's 

upcoming presentation scheduled for the following 

week. Two books will be discussed: Dark Money by 

Jane Mayer; and Katherine Cramer's research on 

Wisconsin's current political climate, The Politics of 

Resentment. Both books are available at local 

bookstores or can be ordered through the Northern 

Waters Library System.  

Thursday March 30, 7-9pm at the Northern Great 

Lakes Visitor Center. The LWV/ABC is sponsoring Matt 

Rothschild, the Director of the Wisconsin Democracy 

Campaign to address the influence of “big money” 

on Wisconsin policy and elections. Any reform 

movement to restore balance between the 1% and 

the 99% will require a courageous campaign to 

enact sensible limitations on how much individuals 

and groups can “buy” influence. Rothschild's group 

is spearheading this effort, often in collaboration 

with the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin. 

Continued on Page 4 

http://lwv.org/blog/10-ways-you-can-help-defend-our-democracy
http://lwv.org/blog/10-ways-you-can-help-defend-our-democracy
http://lwv.org/press-releases/2016-presidential-election-was-rigged
http://lwv.org/press-releases/2016-presidential-election-was-rigged
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Continued from Page 3 

The Study Group is also planning to bring Senator 

Tammy Baldwin to speak on her legislation to 

address poverty, and what to do about it. This date 

is still pending. 

Our next meeting of the Study Group Steering 

Committee is January 24, at 9am, at Tap Roots in 

Ashland. 

 

 

Board Meeting 

Highlights: 

Sept – Nov 2016 

By Dianne Judd 

• Our Executive Committee is working with a 

mentor from Milwaukee to help us define and 

implement our goals, programs, organization, etc.   

• Our Membership Committee is finding ways to 

engage our members in League work:   

• Our Voter Services Committee found members 

to volunteer helping citizens to be ready to cast 

their vote and providing opportunities to inform 

the public at summer events and at Applefest. 

The Madison team attended Applefest in their 

Gear Up To Vote Campaign.  

• Presentation to our board: “Why Don’t Women 

Run More?” by Elizabeth Lexau, UW Extension. 

• Discussion of the Dakota Access Pipeline 

protests at Standing Rock. Eggleson worked with 

others to draw up a Resolution that passed our 

board. 

• Communications Committee distributed 

instructions on newsletter procedures for our 

Newsletter Designer, Dede Eckels. 

• Webmaster Val Damstra, made a presentation 

to our Board, about Google Docs, to simplify 

record organization, retention, and access.   

Our LWV/ABC Board meetings are open to 

everyone.  Just let us know if you wish to attend so 

we can make a place at the table ready for you. 

Popcorn and a Movie: 

“Merchant's of Doubt” 

Join us for a viewing of the film 

“Merchants of Doubt” and a 

discussion of the process of casting 

doubt on scientific knowledge for 

corporate profit or political gain. This 

movie is based on the 2010 book with 

the same title (by Naomi Oreskes and 

Erik M. Conway). The history of this 

process is long, and it has paved  the 

way for the current denial of science 

and the creation of fake news. This 

event is open to the public, but 

space is limited to 12; so please RSVP.  

Date: Wednesday, February 8th at 

6:30.  

 

Place: Dee Johnson's home 

For more information, or to reserve a 

spot, contact Dee Johnson, 

deeajohnson@outlook.com or  

715-779-3012. 
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2016/2017 

ABC LWV 

Board and 

Committee 

Members 

 

BOARD 
 

Darlene Charboneau, 

715-373-0256, 

DarleneCharb@hotmail.com 

 

Dede Eckels, 

715-779-3235 

eckelspottery@charter.net 

Shari Eggleson, 

715-373-2111 

eggleson@centurytel.net 

Dee Johnson 

715-779-3012 

deeajohnson@outlook.com  

Dianne Judd, President 

651-341-9724 

dljudd@bayoak.com 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

715-292-7776 

katzma@charter.net 

Dora Kling 

715-373-2636 

dorakling@gmail.com 

Bev Lindell, 715-779-5869 

bjlindell@centurytel.net 

Jan Penn 

715-274-2942 

janmmpenn@yahoo.com  

Liz Seefeldt 

715-765-4474 

lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net  

Mary Jo Tuckwell 

715-765-4144 

maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com 

Linda Jorgenson 

715-373-2948 

jorgensonlla@gmail.com 

Sheila Mitchell 

715-682-5795 

sheliamitchell84@gmail.com 

 

COMMITTEES 

Executive Committee 

Dianne Judd, President 

Liz Seefeldt, President-Elect 

Shari Eggleson, Secretary 

Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

Membership Committee 

Darlene Charboneau, Chair 

Gail Syverud 

Dora Kling 

Kathy Allen 

Voter Services 

Bev Lindell, Chair 

Linda Barnes 

Joyce Kiel 

Shari Eggleson 

Tessa Levens 

Deanna Eckels 

Water & Issues Advocacy 

Committee 

Shari Eggleson 

Dee Johnson (Water) 

Communications 

Committee 

Sheila Mitchell, Chair 

Darlene Charboneau 

Dee Johnson 

Newsletter 

Dede Eckels 

Website 

Valerie Damstra 

Facebook 

Dee Johnson 

Events Committee 

Linda Barnes 

Darlene Charboneau 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

Dora Kling 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Committee 

Linda Jorgenson, Chair 

Mary Jo Tuckwell 

Economic Inequality Study 

Committee 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

Jan Penn 

Linda Jorgenson 

Nominating Committee 

Linda Barnes, Chair 

Kathy Allen 

Dora Kling 

Lois Albrecht 

 

The main objective of the 

League of Women Voters 

of Ashland & Bayfield 

Counties is to promote 

political responsibility 

through the informed and 

active participation of all 

citizens in government at 

all levels, especially locally. 

We do this through the 

active participation of our 

members on initiatives 

throughout the year. 

We invite you to be more 

deeply involved in any 

aspect of our efforts, 

please contact a 

committee chairperson. 

  

 

mailto:DarleneCharb@hotmail.com
mailto:eckelspottery@charter.net
mailto:eggleson@centurytel.net
mailto:deeajohnson@outlook.com
mailto:dljudd@bayoak.com
mailto:katzma@charter.net
mailto:dorakling@gmail.com
mailto:bjlindell@centurytel.net
mailto:janmmpenn@yahoo.com
mailto:lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net
mailto:maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com
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Other Opportunities 

to Volunteer: 

1. Help with upcoming events that our 

Economic Inequality Study Group is bringing 

to our community: 
“Big Money and Wisconsin Politics” 

Presentation (March 30th) 

Senator Tammy Baldwin discussion regarding 

poverty (the date is pending) 

 Contact: Linda Jorgenson: 

jorgensonla@gmail.com,  

2. Want a Leadership Opportunity?  

Consider running for the Board. 
Contact:  Dora Kling (board liaison): 

dorakling@gmail.com or 715-373-2636 

 3. Consider being a committee member 

in the following areas: Voter Services 

(candidate forums before Spring elections), 

Membership, Communications, Issues & 

Advocacy, Water, Local Studies, and Event 

planning. 

Contact: Diane Judd, dljudd@bayoak.com 

 

 

LWV CALENDAR  
 

January 

 
Monday 16 Board Meeting, Best Western

 Hotel/Hotel Chequamogon, 5:30 

 

Tuesday 24  Small group discussion “Fake News or  

 Real?” Jo bailey’s home, 1:00pm 

 

Tuesday 31  Lively Issues Forum, Washburn Public 

Library, 6:30 

 

 

February 
 
Wendesday 8  Movie:”Merchants of Doubt” 

 Dee johnson’s home, 6:30 

 

Monday 20  Board Meeting Best- 

 Western/Chequamogon

 Hotel,Ashland, 5:30 

 

Tuesday 21 Spring Primary Election 

 

March 

March 
Saturday 18 Spring Newsletter articles due 

 for Apr/may/June Election 

 

Monday 20  Board Meeting, Best Western/Hotel

 Chequamegon Ashland, 5:30  

 

Thursday 23  Pre-“Money and Politics” book study 

 discussion, Washburn Public Library, 7:00 

pm 

 

Thursday 30  “Big Money and Wisconsin Politics”  

 book study discussion, 

 Washburn Public Library, 7:00 – 9:00 

 

To Be Announced: Tammy Balwin and discussion regarding 

poverty 

mailto:jorgensonla@gmail.com
mailto:dorakling@gmail.com
mailto:dljudd@bayoak.com
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ABC League Adopts Resolutions in Support of Standing Rock Protest 

At its November 21 meeting, the Board discussed the 

Dakota Access Pipeline and how the ABC League 

might support the protest.  An ad hoc committee 

met the following week, and decided to suggest that 

the Board adopt a resolution expressing support of 

the protest, to be sent to local papers, our 

Congressional representatives, and the federal 

agencies involved in issuing permits for the project.  

A draft was prepared and sent to Board members for 

their review and approval.  Over the weekend, the 

resolution was approved, and on Monday, 

December 5, President Dianne Judd sent the 

following resolution to the Daily Press, the Bottom 

Line, Senators Baldwin and Johnson, Representative 

Duffy, the Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of 

Land Reclamation, the Department of Interior and 

the Environmental Protection Agency. 

DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the League of Women Voters recognizes the special status of Native Americans, 

and supports respect for Tribal sovereignty and treaty rights in regard to water resources; 

AND WHEREAS the League further supports measures to prevent water pollution, including 

measures to protect lakes, streams and wetlands, and stringent controls to protect current 

and potential drinking water sources,  

AND WHEREAS the League supports the preservation of the physical, chemical and 

biological integrity of the ecosystem and maximum protection of public health and the 

environment, and further supports the stewardship of land as a finite resource, particularly 

fragile lands, where development could result in irreversible damage; 

AND WHEREAS Energy Transfer Partners has commenced the construction of a pipeline 

(the “Dakota Access Pipeline”) to carry fracked oil from the Bakken fields through North 

Dakota, crossing the Missouri River at Lake Oahe near the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation; 

AND WHEREAS the pipeline threatens Lake Oahe and the river, the primary source of 

drinking water for the Standing Rock Sioux, as well as sacred cultural lands and tribal burial 

grounds--any spill would be environmentally, culturally and economically catastrophic;  

AND WHEREAS the federal government’s approval of the pipeline must comply with the 

Clean Water Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the National Historic Preservation 

Act and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, as well as the terms 

of the 1851 and 1868 U.S. treaties with the Lakota Sioux tribes; 

AND WHEREAS it has been found that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers inadequately 

assessed the safety of the Dakota Access Pipeline and the risk it poses to the waters of 

Lake Oahe and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe; 

AND WHEREAS the Lakota Sioux and other Native American tribes are engaged in a 

peaceful protest against the Dakota Access Pipeline, and have been joined by thousands 

of Americans from all walks of life, including military veterans, who have gathered in 

solidarity to oppose the project despite adverse weather and the use of excessive force by 

law enforcement personnel and in the face of threats of arrests or forcible removal; 

AND WHEREAS the U.S. Department of the Interior stated earlier this year that “[t]he routing 

of a 12- to 30-inch crude oil pipeline in close proximity to and upstream of the Reservation 
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is of serious concern to the Department . . . When establishing the Standing Rock Sioux 

Tribe's permanent homeland, the U.S. reserved waters of sufficient quantity and quality to 

serve the purposes of the Reservation. The Department holds more than 800,000 acres of 

land in trust for the Tribe that could be impacted by a leak or spill. Further, a spill could 

impact the waters that the Tribe and individual tribal members residing in that area rely 

upon for drinking and other purposes. We believe that, if the pipeline's current route along 

the edge of the Reservation remains an option, the potential impact on trust resources in 

this particular situation necessitates full analysis and disclosure of potential impacts through 

the preparation of an [Environmental Impact Statement].” 

NOW, THEREFORE, the League of Women Voters of Ashland and Bayfield Counties, 

Wisconsin, passes this resolution to express their SUPPORT for the Lakota Sioux and their 

OPPOSITION to the continued construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline until meaningful 

tribal consultation and a full environmental review, i.e., a comprehensive environmental 

impact statement, have been conducted.  The League further asks that President Obama 

and the Army Corps of Engineers rescind all permits and deny the easement to cross the 

Missouri River. 

-Dated this 4th day of December 2016. 

Following adoption of the ABC/LWV resolution, The 

Department of the Army announced that it “will not 

approve an easement that would allow the 

proposed Dakota Access pipeline to cross under 

Lake Oahe in North Dakota.” Judd said that she 

would like ABC League to take credit for this 

decision, but suspects other forces had more to do 

with it. 

The ABC resolution was also sent to the LWVWI, which 

indicated they would share it with other state 

chapters and consider adopting it, as well. 
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