
By Madeleine Lee, LWV/ABC member 

In the Washington Post, Brian Klaas asserts, 

“Gerrymandering is the biggest obstacle to genuine 

democracy in the United States.” He defines 

gerrymandering as “the now commonplace practice of 

drawing electoral districts in a distorted way for partisan 

gain.” He points to Whitford v. Gill, a Wisconsin 

redistricting case, as a “piece of good news.” 

Last November, in Whitford, a three-judge federal panel 

struck down Wisconsin’s 2011 Republican drawn state 

assembly district map, finding that it was an 

unconstitutional partisan gerrymander that violated the 

First and Fourteen Amendments.  

On January 27, 2017, the same panel ordered the 

Wisconsin Legislature to redraw the map by November 

1, 2017. The panel found that “the people of Wisconsin 

already have endured several elections under an 

unconstitutional reapportionment scheme. If they are to 

be spared another such event, a new map must be 

drawn in time” for the 2018 election. In addition, the 

panel enjoined Wisconsin from using its current 

districting plan in all future elections and denied its 

request of a stay of pending appeal. 
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Dianne Judd 
president@lwvabcwi.com 

Greetings from Our President 

In a few days, we have the 

opportunity to practice our 

citizenship by voting in the April 

4th nonpartisan election. 

Statewide, we will be voting on 
State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, Supreme Court Justice 
and many local races. What is 

exciting about the spring 

elections is that this is where we 

can learn how our local 

government works. Get to 

know your Town Board 

Supervisors, School Board 

members, and other local 

positions and races. I will be the 

first to admit that I haven’t 

been as committed as I could 

be. Do you know your local 

elected officers? I want to be a 

better citizen and will in the 

future go to more local Town 

Board meetings, School Board 

meetings and get to know who 

it is that makes decisions for our 

local community. Please join 

me in that endeavor.  

Our League has just completed 

“The Impact of Economic 

Inequality in Ashland and 

Bayfield Counties.” This is the 

culmination of a two-year 

study dedicated to specific 

ways our Chequamegon 

Bay region has been 

impacted by economic 

inequality. This team of 

League members has been 

very committed to this 

serious study. Please read 

about this in our newsletter, 

and look for future League 

activities regarding this 

Study. 

Lately our political climate 

has been concerning to all 

of us. I am becoming a 

professional worrier. Some 

days it all seems so 

overwhelming. But then, as I 

write this article in March, I 

think of the strong women 

who have come before 

and made big changes 

happen. In March we 

celebrate “Women’s History 

Month” and “International 

Women’s Day.” We think of 

our sisters that fought so 

intensely for the right of 

women to vote. After 60 

years of organizing, women 

finally won that right in the 

United States in 1920. This 

was a fierce fight, including 

arrests, trials, imprisonment, 

and even forced 

feeding. It took years. 

Today we reap the 

benefits from the 

efforts that those 

women put forth. 

They are our heroes 

that we can 

remember today as 

we tackle the battles 

that need our 

attention.  

One of those tough 

qualities of women is 

that of the Mama 

Bear. This instinct 

comes on when one 

sees someone 

harming the 

unprotected. That 

quality is needed 

today as we see so 

many of our fellow 

citizens not receiving 

the same rights as we 

have won. This 

includes voting rights 

to immigration rights; 

health care rights to 

clean water; 

education, livable 

wages, and others. 

The list is long.   

The Women’s March 

on Washington this 

past January 

supported our 
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LWV CALENDAR  
 

APRIL 

 
Tuesday 4 VOTE! 

 

Monday 17  Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, Hotel 

–Chequamegon, Ashland 

 

Wednesday 19  Economic Inequality Study 

discussion, 7:00 pm, Washburn 

Library 

 

 

MAY 
 
Monday 1  Annual Meeting, 5:00 pm, 

Bayfield Inn, Guest Speaker, 

Danielle Kaedling 

 

JUNE 

March 

Friday 9 & State Annual Meeting 

Saturday 10 Greenbay WI 

 

Board Retreat, to be announced.  

Welcome New and Renewing Members 

Darlene Charboneau, Membership Chair 

As an all-volunteer organization, members are key to our success. There will be an 
opportunity to renew your membership at the May 1st Annual Meeting. A warm welcome to 
the following individuals who have joined as new members since January 1st: 

L. Lynn Bruen, Cindy Dillenschneider, Kathy Wendling, Jennifer Zienty 

American ideals that we believe belong 

to all our citizens. Five million people 

marched worldwide in support of 

women’s vision for equality and justice. 

This march was done in a non-violent, 

welcoming way, with prayer and humor. 

Holding cleverly worded signs and 

wearing funky hats, men, women and 

children celebrated who we are as a 

nation. Can men and women, 

Republicans and Democrats, all work 

together to create the future we believe 

in? 

We as a league want to encourage 

women in politics. We imagine strong, 

intelligent, passionate women engaged 

in finding their way into a future that is 

safe for all colors, cultures, identities and 

ages. The Statue of Liberty, that 

international symbol of freedom and 

democracy, represents the Roman 

Goddess Libertas who lights the way. 

She is the vision that represents our best 

values; that all of us can be gathered 

together in a safe harbor. "Give me your 

tired, your poor,…” We believe in that. 

Politics is not a genteel game. We are all 

called now to stand up, wake up, and 

be active in the ways each of us is 

qualified. In the past, we fought for the 

right to vote for women. Let’s now make 

liberty and justice for all a reality. 
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2016/2017 

ABC LWV 

Board and 

Committee 

Members 

 

BOARD 
 

Darlene Charboneau, 

715-373-0256, 

DarleneCharb@hotmail.com 

 

Dede Eckels, 

715-779-3235 

eckelspottery@charter.net 

Shari Eggleson, 

715-373-2111 

eggleson@centurytel.net 

Dee Johnson 

715-779-3012 

deeajohnson@outlook.com  

Dianne Judd, President 

651-341-9724 

dljudd@bayoak.com 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

715-292-7776 

katzma@charter.net 

Dora Kling 

715-373-2636 

dorakling@gmail.com 

Bev Lindell, 715-779-5869 

bjlindell@centurytel.net 

Jan Penn 

715-274-2942 

janmmpenn@yahoo.com  

Liz Seefeldt 

715-765-4474 

lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net  

Mary Jo Tuckwell 

715-765-4144 

maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com 

Linda Jorgenson 

715-373-2948 

jorgensonlla@gmail.com 

Sheila Mitchell 

715-682-5795 

sheliamitchell84@gmail.com 

 

COMMITTEES 

Executive Committee 

Dianne Judd, President 

Liz Seefeldt, President-Elect 

Shari Eggleson, Secretary 

Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

Membership Committee 

Darlene Charboneau, Chair 

Gail Syverud 

Dora Kling 

Kathy Allen 

Voter Services 

Bev Lindell, Chair 

Linda Barnes 

Joyce Kiel 

Shari Eggleson 

Tessa Levens 

Deanna Eckels 

Water & Issues Advocacy 

Committee 

Shari Eggleson 

Dee Johnson (Water) 

Communications 

Committee 

Sheila Mitchell, Chair 

Darlene Charboneau 

Dee Johnson 

Newsletter 

Dede Eckels 

Website 

Valerie Damstra 

Facebook 

Dee Johnson 

Events Committee 

Linda Barnes 

Darlene Charboneau 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

Dora Kling 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Committee 

Linda Jorgenson, Chair 

Mary Jo Tuckwell 

Economic Inequality Study 

Committee 

JoAnne Katzmarek 

Jan Penn 

Linda Jorgenson 

Nominating Committee 

Linda Barnes, Chair 

Kathy Allen 

Dora Kling 

Lois Albrecht 

 

The main objective of the 

League of Women Voters 

of Ashland & Bayfield 

Counties is to promote 

political responsibility 

through the informed and 

active participation of all 

citizens in government at 

all levels, especially locally. 

We do this through the 

active participation of our 

members on initiatives 

throughout the year. 

We invite you to be more 

deeply involved in any 

aspect of our efforts, 

please contact a 

committee chairperson. 
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mailto:bjlindell@centurytel.net
mailto:janmmpenn@yahoo.com
mailto:lizseefeldt@cheqnet.net
mailto:maryjo.tuckwell@yahoo.com
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Continued from Page 1 

On February 24, 2017, Wisconsin 

appealed the case to the United States 

Supreme Court. With the appeal, the 

Supreme Court is thought to have an 

opportunity to adopt a clear legal 

standard for the adjudication of 

partisan gerrymandering cases across 

the country. 

The federal panel found that the 

Wisconsin district map was “intended to 

burden the representational rights of 

Democratic voters ... by impeding their 

ability to translate their votes into 

legislative seats” and “to secure 

Republican control of the Assembly 

under any likely future electoral 

scenario for the remainder of the 

decade, in other words to entrench the 

Republican Party in power.” 

The Plaintiffs demonstrated that 

because the district map had 

distributed Republicans in a more 

efficient manner, it had resulted in 

“wasted” Democratic votes. In fact, in 

2012, the Republicans won 60 of 99 

seats with 48.6% of the votes, and in 

2014 won 63 seats with 52% of the votes. 

The district maps themselves were 

drawn in secret with no Democrat 

allowed to see the draft district lines 

and Republicans allowed to see only 

their own proposed districts after signing a 

secrecy agreement. Wisconsin is reported 

to have spent over $2 million in legal fees in 

drawing and defending the Wisconsin 

district maps, and will spend an additional 

$175,000 or more for its appeal. 

Although successful in having Wisconsin’s 

districting plan struck down, the Plaintiffs 

lost their petition for the Court to redraw 

the district map itself.  

In its amicus brief, the Wisconsin League of 

Women Voters urged the Court to rule that 

if Wisconsin either failed to draw a new 

map or produced a new map that did not 

fully remedy the constitutional violations, 

that the Court would then establish an 

appropriate new map itself. The League 

then set out, in detail, several procedural 

options for redrawing the district map and 

allowing for public and private input. In 

Urban Milwaukee, Andrea Kaminski, 

executive director of the League of 

Women Voters of Wisconsin, notes that the 

League “urges lawmakers to hold public 

hearings and create competitive districts 

serving the voters.” She advocates 

adopting the Iowa plan “to redraw the 

current, unconstitutional districts in a way 

that will give voters confidence that they 

are not being manipulated by politicians 

seeking an unfair partisan advantage”. 

 

 

By Dee Johnson   FACEBOOK 

Part of our mission at the League of Women Voters is to provide timely and accurate 

information to our members and to the general public. Please check our Facebook 

page (www.facebook.com/ABCLWV/) frequently for news about local events that 

pertain to the League of Women Voters, or for issues that we are concerned about. 

News and information from the state, regional and national Leagues is often posted 

there too.  –Consider sharing your posts and inviting your friends to events we post. 

 

If you are a Facebook user, please “like” our page, share these posts on your 

timeline, and feel free to invite your friends to events that we post. In the field of 

http://www.facebook.com/
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VOTER SERVICES INFORMATION 
SPRING ELECTION IS APRIL 4, 2017 

State offices on the ballot will be State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

and Supreme Court Justice. Annette Ziegler is running unopposed for the 

opening for State Supreme Court. She was elected in 2007 and is required to 

stand for election April 2017. Supreme Court elections are non- partisan. The 

website, Ballotpedia, stated that based on case records of Justices, 

Republicans have a 5-2 advantage on this court. Ms. Ziegler is considered to 

be a Republican leaning jurist. 

 

Tony Evers, the 2-term incumbent, will face Lowell Holtz for the position of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. Mr. Evers is supported by teachers unions 

and Democrats. Mr. Holtz is supported by conservative groups, and has 

expressed support for school vouchers. 

 

 Contested local positions: There are several township contests. To see your 

sample ballot, go to myvote.wi.gov 

ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION 

As of now, online registration for the Spring 2017 election is within the closed time 

frame. What follows is the procedure for online registration in future elections: 

Eligible voters with a current Wisconsin driver license or state ID may register to 

vote online. If the information on your ID matches that on file with the DMV, 

registration is completed online without mailing or delivering forms. You can 

register online up to 20 days before the election. 

 

One can also register by mail 20 days before the election with forms mailed to 

your election clerk. Proof of residence is required. Registration at the 

municipal clerk’s office can occur up to the Friday before the election. Again, 

proof of residence is required. You can check registration status at: 

Myvote.wi.gov 

Photo ID is still required to vote. Acceptable ID’s include: Wis DOT driver’s license 

or state issued ID, Military ID card, US passport, Wisconsin Indian Tribal ID, or 

Veteran’s Affairs ID card. For further information see bringit.wi.gov. 

 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 

 

League of Women Voters Ashland & Bayfield Counties 

Annual Meeting 
 

Special Guest Speaker Danielle Kaeding 

 

Kaeding is an experienced and award-winning journalist who is familiar with the 

communities and issues of northern Wisconsin. 

 
Join us at the Bayfield Inn, 20 Rittenhouse Ave., Bayfield 

Monday, May 1, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

Delicious food, a stunning view, updates on all 

the League’s activities,  

Menu Options 

❖ Panko breaded white fish, fries, vegetables 

❖ Grilled chicken with champagne sauce, rice, vegetables (gluten free) 

❖ Grilled steak with marsala sauce, mashed potatoes, vegetables (gluten free) 

❖ Sautéed vegetables with white wine & lemon in fettuccini pasta (vegetarian) 

House salad, fresh baked bread, coffee, ice cream sundae. 

Cash bar available. 

$25/person includes tax & tip. 

Guests are always welcomed! 

and plans for next year! 

RSVP by April 24! Please complete the form below and mail to: 

Mary Jo Tuckwell, Treasurer 

ABC/LWV 

P.O. Box 175, Ashland, WI 54806          Questions?  Call Dora Kling at 715-373-2636 

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Yes!  I’ll be attending the ABC LWV’s Annual Dinner! Enclosed is $25/person.  Dinner 

choice: 

_____Grilled chicken (gluten free)                   _____Panko breaded white fish 

_____Grilled steak (gluten free)_____ Vegetables with fettuccine 

(vegetarian) 

Names attending:  

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

 

tel:(715)%20373-2636
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About that Annual 

Meeting… 
The 2017 ABC/LWV Annual Meeting 

will be held on Monday, May 1st at 

5pm at the Bayfield Inn. The event will 

start with a social hour from 5-6, 

followed by dinner at 6. The meeting 

will start at 6:30, followed by the 

guest speaker at 7:15. Danielle 

Kaeding will be the guest speaker for 

this event. She will be speaking on 

“Media and Its Role in Making 

Democracy Work.”  

Danielle Kaeding is a reporter at the 

Superior Bureau of Wisconsin Public 

Radio. Prior to that, Kaeding served 

as the station manager of WRNC-

LPFM (97.7) at Northland College in 

Ashland. Kaeding studied mass 

communications at the University of 

Wisconsin-Superior. She won her first 

Wisconsin Associated Press Award in the 

Division One category at the age of 21 

for a radio documentary on 

methamphetamine abuse called “I Can 

Handle My Drugs.” Kaeding also 

received a Wisconsin AP Award for her 

series reporting on Sudden Infant Death 

Syndrome. She has written and reported 

stories for National Public Radio, 

National Native News, Aspen Daily 

News, Business North, Ashland Daily 

Press, Superior Telegram and Fox 21 in 

Duluth. 

Please fill out and send back the 

enclosed form by April 24t 

We hope to see you at this special 

event! 

 

Inequality Study Group Update & 

Consensus Statement 
Jan Penn and Linda Jorgenson 

Our Economic Inequality Study Group is wrapping up its work. Expect to see our Draft 

Final Report in your email on April 1!  

At the March 20th meeting the LWV/ABC Board approved the draft of our Study 

Group’s Final Report and the Consensus Statement (ie. a summary of the report). We 

hope you will review these documents before our Annual Meeting on May1. 

At the Annual Meeting in May our Inequality Study Group will “move” to adopt the 

Consensus Statement and approve the Report by a vote of the membership. The 

Consensus Statement is in the box below. This is important because, if adopted, this will 

become a foundational position for future League advocacy.  

Since the Report covers a number of policy issues, the Inequality Study Committee is 

also offering an opportunity for discussion of the report prior to May 1. This will be on 

Wednesday, April 19th at 7 PM at the Washburn Library. We look forward to engaging 

all of you, our full membership, in the discussion of the important issues raised by our 

two years of exploring the impact of inequality on our two counties. 

Continued on Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8 

After the May 1 meeting, your further 

suggestions will be incorporated into 

the Final Report scheduled to be 

printed in late May or June. It will 

then be made available to the 

broader community. 

LWV/ABC CONSENSUS STATEMENT 

ON ECONOMIC INEQUALITY 

Recommended for approval at its 

2017 Annual Meeting, May 1, 2017 

Study Topic: What are the specific 

ways in which the Chequamegon 

Bay region is impacted by 

economic inequality, and what can 

we do about it?” 

As the gulf between the richest 1% 

and the rest of the 99% has 

deepened over the past three 

decades, the residents of Ashland 

and Bayfield Counties have 

experienced a notable rise in 

poverty and economic insecurity. A 

comfortable middle class standard 

of living seems increasingly out of 

reach. Both workers and small 

businesses in our area have been 

hurt. This presents an unacceptable 

scenario for our economic future.  

Our study revealed that the roots of 

this problem are not just in 

globalization, but more significantly 

in the paradigm shift from an 

industrial to a more automated 

economy. Furthermore, policy 

change at both the state and 

federal level has favored billionaires 

and large corporations. They have 

used their outsized wealth to shift 

policies in taxes, healthcare, worker 

and small business programs, public 

education, and supports for our most 

vulnerable citizens away from 

serving the majority of Americans, to 

protecting their vested interests. This 

has particularly hurt our rural 

communities. The voices of 

American workers, small business 

owners, retirees and the poor have 

become marginalized. Our 

American democracy is threatened. 

These policies have to be revisited 

and reversed. That will be a big fight. 

The League of Women Voters of 

Ashland and Bayfield Counties takes 

comfort in the fact that the citizens 

of Ashland and Bayfield Counties 

recognize this inequity and embrace 

defending our democratic form of 

government and restoring faith in 

the American Dream. From 

agriculture, to small business, from 

small scale manufacturing to 

renewable energy, we are busy 

redefining ourselves, not as a poor 

and backward rural area, but as a 

vibrant economy full of talented 

people and innovative ideas. We 

take heart that our proud heritage 

of resiliency and creative pioneering 

spirit will serve us well in the fight to 

build a strong, sustainable, equitable 

and democratic place for ourselves, 

our children and grandchildren, and 

on down for seven generations. 
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Go to myvote.wi.gov to learn: 

• Where do I vote 

• Who is my clerk 

• What’s on my ballot 

• Am I registered 

Go to bringit.wi.gov to learn: 

• Do I have the right photo ID 

• How do I get a free state ID 

card 

• Are there exceptions to the 

new law 

• Locate a DMV 

Go to elections.wi.gov to find: 

• New home of the Wisconsin 

Elections Commission website 

• Links to myvote.wi.gov and 

bringit.wi.gov 

• Lists of frequently asked questions 

Go to lwvwi.org to find: 

• Updates on changes to voting 

laws 

• Wide-range of frequently asked 

questions 

• Links to other voting sites. 

 

WEBSITES FOR VOTER INFORMATION 
 

Board Meeting Highlights: January – March 

2017  
By Dianne Judd  

Our LWV/ABC Board meetings are open to everyone. Just let us know if you wish to attend so we can 

make a place ready at the table for you. 

• Voter Services: Online voting has now been activated in WI. Holding Town Halls with our 

Representatives has been discussed. A forum on redistricting is also a possibility. 

Candidate forums for April elections were discussed. 

• Programs: The following were done at different venues. A small group discussion on Fake 

news. The movie “Merchants of Doubt” was shown and discussed. A book study (“Dark 

Money” and “The Politics of Resentment”)and a Community Program with Matt 

Rothschild have been held with the focus of getting money out of politics. 

• Draft report of the Economic/Inequality Study has been released! 

• Membership Committee is looking for ways to get members connected with the League 

activities. 

• Finding ways to use Facebook to communicate more effectively in general to our 

members and the public at large. 

• Our LWV/ABC Nonpartisan Policy and our Bylaws have both been updated and 

approved by our board. 

• A budget committee has been formed. 

 

A focus for next year will be to continue to work on redistricting and voter 

suppression issues, as well as focus on advocacy organizing rather than 

starting any new studies. Plans are being developed for programs 

stemming from our just completed Economic and Inequality Study. 
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